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Abstract 

 

Based on an online survey with 85 principals and other leaders in public 

Montessori elementary schools, this study provides an update on the characteristics of 

Montessori education in public elementary schools as they begin facing the new 

challenges of NCLB. Despite the lack of emphasis on traditional testing practices in 

Montessori education, the study finds that many schools have participated in 

standardized testing programs for many years and that support for testing practices 

does not differ between those with and those without Montessori certification. Even 

though they struggle with budget cuts, stricter state and federal requirements and 

teacher shortages, public Montessori elementary schools strive to maintain a unique 

educational environment through certified teachers, ongoing professional support for 

teachers and well-equipped classrooms. 

 


